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LB J s Remarkable Search. For Talent. 


THAT THERE IS an extra bonus to the 

■ public in having a President who likes 

■ every facet of his' job has long been 
manifest in the case of Lyndon B. Jolin- 

; son, a self-styled “career man in govern- 
ment, But even those who know him best 
'must be surprised by the passion - for detail 
; exhibited by_ LBJ, according to John W. 

■ Macy , Jr., his talent, scout, in, .searching 
i-for able men and women to fill top-level 
!, government positions, 

; Mr. Macy, another “career man in gov-, 
eminent who has held top personnel jobs' 
under three Presidents and is now chair-' 
: man of the Civil Service Commission, does 

■ the spade work. With the help of a com- 
puter and “a network of contacts,” he draws 
on punch-card records of over 20,000 
piospective nominees and -coast-tb-coast 
sources in industry, labor, and private 
.organizations "to keep his talent' file ever- 
.ready, sends daily memos to the President 
-Usually offering half a dozen names or more 
for each vacancy. 

hat’s;- -where ■ .the .industrious ' Texan 


takes over. According to Mr. Macy, he -i 
■ reviews the memos in his night reading < 
acts on -them with remarkable speed, some- \ 
times rejects. a whole batch, asks for more' 
suggestions, seeks advice from' Cabinet'; 
■officers and close friends, -frequently calls"! 
for personal interviews and full FBI - 
reports. \ 

I j e *-H U0Ws out “politics as usual” as a ; 
yardstick, and naturally comes up with some' 
surprising appointments, as when, from read- j 

H 1 ® ? boo i c detailill S the role of Vice Admiral t 
WUham F. Raborn in developing the Navy's i 
Polaris missile system, he called Raborn out . 
Agency 6111621 ^ beac ^ tho-Central Intelligence • 

Behind all this, of course, is the realiza- ■ 
Ron of a “career man in government” that ] 
Presidential appointees “reflect the caliber ' 
.or the administration.” -By mid-July Presi- S 
dent Johnson had named some 320 men and'' 
women to top-salaried jobs— and there is 7 
general, agreement that the caliber has been, 1 
on the wnole, top-level. Including, naturally '■■■ 
Mr. Macy himself. 
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